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1.1Travelling in Bangladesh

 BANGLADESH
Bangladesh is a small South Asian country bubbling with natural 
beauty and historical richness. Born out of war with Pakistan in 
1971 following decades of freedom struggle, it has been described 
as God’s own hand painting for its diversity of colour, culture and 
memorable sites. The country is often termed a new state in an 
ancient land.

With an area of 148,393 sq km, Bangladesh occupies the tip of 
the arch formed by the Bay of Bengal. The climate of Bangladesh 
is generally hot and humid, with heavy seasonal rainfall usually 
ushering the start of monsoon. Daily temperatures range from 
10-15 degrees during the cool months, but, more often, between 
28-40 degrees.

The country lies across the Tropic of Cancer in the north-eastern 
part of South Asia. It is bordered by India on the west, north and 
northeast, Myanmar on the southeast and the Bay of Bengal on 
the south. The landmass is criss-crossed by a network of several 
major rivers, their numerous tributaries and canals forming a lace 
of interconnecting channels. Bangladesh is the largest riverine 
delta in the world. 

Bangladesh has some of the world’s most fertile agricultural lands, 
which account for abundant growth of various crops. 

In the old days, Bangladesh was known particularly for its Muslin, 
the finest fabric the world has ever produced. Because of its 
location, Bangladesh served as a flourishing entry port and 
intermediary in trade and commerce between South Asia and the 
Far East. Ancient Bangladesh took great pride as a coveted seat 
of learning and education and scholars from far away countries 
regularly flocked to its numerous universities and monasteries. 

Bangladesh is home to great biodiversity. The Sundarbans in the 
Southwestern belt is a world heritage site, and one of the principal 
remaining domains of the endangered Royal Bengal Tiger.

The country is densely populated with an average density of 
roughly 800 people per sq. km. Bangladesh is the second largest 
Muslim country in the world, and traditionally a land of communal 
harmony. The people are noted for their valour and resilience as 
well as hospitality and friendliness. 

The economy has historically been agrarian, but over the last 15 
years there has been a spurt in industrialisation with the utilisation 
of country’s available natural resources and manpower. Trade and 
commerce are increasing and widening, and the economy for the 
past decade has remained on a stable footing. 
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Climate
March is the end of the dry winter season and temperatures are beginning to hot up. 
Expect daytime temperatures as follows: Dhaka 30°C, Chittagong 31°C, Sylhet 29°C.

FinanCe
Local currency is the Taka. Exchange rates (subject to change) as follows:

a. inter-bank exchange rates as on Feb 23, 2014

 Currency Day´s lowest Day´s Highest

 USD 77.7500 77.7500

B. Cross rates as on Feb 23, 2014

 Currency Buying Day´s Highest

 EUR 106.8130 106.8207

 GBP 129.2516 129.2905

 AUD 69.7418 69.7573

 JPY 0.7583 0.7584

 CAD 69.8625 69.8814

 SEK 11.9084 11.9139

 SGD 61.3122 61.3703

 CNH 12.7480 12.7543

 INR 1.2510 1.2514

For up-to-date information visit: 
www.bangladesh-bank.org/econdata/exchangerate.php

Visa anD Customs
Visa
All foreign visitors to Bangladesh require a visa. Tourist visas are the easiest to obtain. 
Depending on the office you’re dealing with, they can be issued for periods of up to 
two months (Australians can get six months), and whatever the length of your stay, it is 
suggested that you apply for the maximum amount of time permitted, or at least specify 
a date. Most consular offices will request a letter of invitation along with the visa.

Business Visa
A business visa can be issued for periods of up to six months, and require a letter 
introducing your company along with a letter from your proposed business partner 
stating the purpose of your visit.

Visa fees vary from nationality to nationality, as Bangladesh practices a reciprocal fee 
system. You can check the fee schedule on the immigration website (www.dip.gov.bd).

If you obtain a visa that expires during your stay, begin the process for visa extension 
as soon as you are settled in Bangladesh. Security clearances and work permits are 
required for most visa extensions. If your visa does expire you will have to pay a fine, 
a rate variable depending on your work and host organisation. You will also require an 
exit visa to leave Bangladesh.

The majority of nationals from Western countries (Australia, Canada, Europe, 
UK, USA,) could obtain a ‘Landing Permit on Arrival’ if arriving in Dhaka with 
no visa, and while it may not be checked, you should also carry printed proof of 
your onward travel arrangements. With a fee, you can avail this landing permit 
when you arrive at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport, and you should be 
granted a 15-day stay. The permit would normally be issued to visitors hailing 



1.3Travelling in Bangladesh

TRAVELLING 
IN BANGLADESH

from most Western countries, especially when they arrive from a country with no 
resident Bangladesh mission. The airport immigration telephone number at Hazrat 
Shahjalal International Airport is +880 2 891 4226.

Visa extensions
Visa processing is handled by the Department of Immigration and Passports 
(Passport Bhaban, E7 Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, www.dip.gov.bd). 

Landing permits and transit visas are non-extendable. Tourist visas can be 
extended for up to 30 days. A starting point of reference should be the 
department’s website.

Here’s a checklist for you to begin your travel smoothly:

• Passport photocopy

• Visa page photocopy

• Photocopy of the page containing your entry stamp

• One passport photo

Customs
The following goods may be imported into Bangladesh without incurring customs duty:

• 200 cigarettes or 50 cigars or 225g of tobacco

• Two bottles of alcoholic beverages or one bottle if not traveling for tourist 
purposes (non-Muslims only)

• 250ml of perfume

• Gifts up to the value of Tk500.

note: Duty free items may be bought at the duty free shop at Dhaka Airport on arrival.

Bangladesh customs authorities may enforce strict regulations concerning 
temporary importation into or export from Bangladesh of items such as currency, 
household appliances, alcohol, cigarettes and weapons. There is no restriction as 
to the amount of U.S. currency visitors may bring into Bangladesh; however, they 
must declare to customs authorities if they are carrying more than USD $5,000 at 
the time of arrival. It is advisable to contact the Bangladesh Embassy or Consulate 
for specific information regarding customs requirements. 

Customs authorities may enforce strict regulations concerning temporary 
importation into or export of items such as firearms, religious materials, antiquities, 
medications, business equipment and other items.

Other Bangladesh customs information: A yellow fever certificate is required for 
all persons (including infants) arriving by air or sea within six days of departure 
from an infected area, or a country with infection in any part, or a country judged 
by WHO to be a location where yellow fever is endemic or present; or has been 
in such an area in transit; or has come by an aircraft which has come from such 
an area and has not been properly disinfected. Those arriving without a required 
certificate may be detained in quarantine. 
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airport anD airline inFormation

Airports
There are three International Airports in the country:

Hazrat shahjalal international airport, Dhaka (Hsia)

This is the largest and the principal international airport of the country.  
It is situated in Dhaka. 

Hsia paBX: +880 2 8914810-19 & +880 2 8914870-74.

shah amanat international airport, Chittagong (saia)

This airport is in the port city of Chittagong. It is the second largest airport and the 
alternate airport to HSIA. 

saia paBX: +880 31 2500941-50, +880 31 2500901-5,  
+880 31 2500909-10, +880 31 2500912

osmani international airport, sylhet (oia)

This airport is in Sylhet, a divisional town in the Northeast corner of the country.  

oia paBX: +880 821 714243, 718459

The operational domestic airports in Bangladesh are:

1 Saidpur Airport

2 Shah Makhdum Airport, Rajshahi

3 Jessore Airport

4 Barisal Airport

5 Cox’s Bazar Airport

Airlines
Major airlines that have an Air Operator Certificate issued by the Civil Aviation 
Authority of Bangladesh include:

a) Biman Bangladesh Airlines (www.biman-airlines.com)

b) United Airways(www.uabdl.com)

c) Regent Airways (www.flyregent.com)

d) Novoair (www.flynovoair.com)
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traVel Between Cities
By air
A direct flight between Dhaka and Chittagong takes 45 minutes and costs 
between Tk 4,000 and Tk 7,500 (one way), while direct flights between Dhaka 
and Sylhet take 30 minutes and are slightly cheaper. 

There are no direct flights between Chittagong and Sylhet.

By train
All three venue cities are connected by rail. Train travel is the least expensive of the 
three modes of transport. For more information, please visit www.railway.gov.bd. 

• Dhaka to Chittagong takes 6 hrs, 20 mins

• Dhaka to Sylhet 6 hrs, 55 mins

• Chittagong to Sylhet 9 hrs 15 mins

By road
Air-conditioned buses ply almost non-stop between Dhaka and Chittagong and 
Dhaka and Sylhet. The fare ranges from Tk 1,000-1,200. It takes about 6 hours to 
travel from Dhaka to Chittagong and 4 hours from Dhaka to Sylhet.

Some of the best coach services are:

• Greenline (www.greenlineparibahan.com)

• Shohag Paribahan  
(www.shohagh.biz/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=64)

• TR Travels (www.facebook.com/TR.TRAVELS.BD)

saFety anD seCurity tips
Bangladesh is generally a safe country to travel to. However, as in visiting any 
country, it is always a good idea to keep presence of mind. 

• Move in a group if possible, and do not move around alone late at night 

• Avoid dark alleys and secluded areas

• Keep foreign currency in the safety locker of your hotel; keep your 
valuable personal belongings locked in bags or suitcases 

• Do not carry your passport around. Keep a photocopy of the passport 
(including visa page) while moving around. Keep the passport in the 
safety locker.

• Keep your wallet in your front pocket while moving on busy streets

• Do not carry excessive cash while going out. Good restaurants and 
shopping malls accept credit cards 

• Ask the CNG-run auto-rickshaw driver or your cabdriver to show their 
identity card before travelling, especially at night

• Seek help from people on the street in case you sense anything untoward

• Politely refuse food and drink offerings from strangers

• In case of emergency take help from metropolitan police officials or 
members of the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB). Ask anyone to show you the 
local police station or RAB office. RAB contact Telephone: +880 2 8961105; 
Mobile No: 01713444333

Please refer to your government travel advice for further information. 
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meDiCal anD VaCCination inFormation
Vaccination against typhoid is advised.

Malaria risk exists throughout the year in the whole country with the exception of 
Dhaka City. 

Other risks: Dengue fever, TB and hepatitis A, B and E are present. 

Diseases from food and water are the leading cause of illness in travelers.  
Follow these tips for safe eating and drinking:

• Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially before eating

• Drink only bottled or boiled water, or carbonated (bubbly) drinks in cans 
or bottles. Avoid tap water, fountain drinks, and ice cubes

• Avoid food purchased from street vendors

Medicine stores are available in every nook and cranny, so getting the prescribed 
medication should not be a problem.

There are many hospitals in Bangladesh. Please refer to section 3 for information 
regarding hospitals in the three host cities.
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 english muslim pronunciation
 Hello (Muslim greeting) as-sa-lam wa-lai-kum
 or (more common) sla malekum

 Hello (Muslim greeting/response) wa-lai-kum-as-sa-lam

 Goodbye (Muslim) llah hafez or Khoda Hafez

 english pronunciation in Bangla
 Hello/Hi/How are you Kamon achen?

 I’m fine Khub bhalo achi.

 Nice to meet you Porichito hoye bhalo laglo

 Happy Khushi

 Please The english word is usually used

 Thank you Dhonnobad

 Today Aaj-ke

 Tomorrow Niramish

 What is your name? Apnar nam ki?

 One Ak

 Two Dui

 Three Tin

 Four Char

 Five Paach

 Six Choy

 Seven Shaat

 Eight Aat

 Nine Noy

 Ten Dosh

 Twenty Bish

 Thirty Tirish

 Forty Chollish

 Fifty Ponchash

 Sixty Shut

 Seventy Shottur

 Eighty Aashi

 Ninety Nobboi

 Hundred Aksho

 Five hundred Paachsho

 One Thousand Ak Hajar

 Can I come in? Ami ki bhetore ashte pari?

 Please have a seat Boshen

 I want to get off/descend here Ami ekhane nambo

 How much? (while asking for price/fare etc.) Koto?

 Water Pani

 Sugar Chini

 Tea Cha

 Vegetarian Food Niramish

 Day Din

 Morning Shokal

 Afternoon Bikal

 Evening Raat
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